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Buck Lay was a quiet man but his dedication 
and commitment to the success of the River 
Discovery Center was heard loudly with 
the announcement of a major gift to the 
center. At the center’s annual breakfast for 
major supporters, Keith Lay, Buck’s son, 
announced that his father left a $250,000 
endowment to the center. According to 
Keith, “Dad wanted to leave a lasting legacy 
to the River Discovery Center and talked 
with his advisors about something that 
would continue in perpetuity.  Dad had a 
heart for the River Discovery Center and for 
Paducah and this allowed him to continue 
to help the Center and by doing so, help 
Paducah.”

Executive Director, Julie Harris, says 
“Buck was around from the earliest days of 
the center and was very actively involved in 
helping make it a success.  He believed in 
our mission and we are profoundly honored 
by this gift.”

Lay chose to leave his gift through the 
Community Foundation of West Kentucky. 
The foundation keeps the principle and the 
River Discovery Center will receive the 
interest annually. 

Buck Lay Endows Rdc

Left to right: Siblings Kirk, Rhea and Dr. 
Chad Badger present the RDC with the 
steamboat bell from the Str. Clyde (circa 
1894) and later the Str. Paducah. The bell 
had belonged to Julia Badger’s father,  
Russell Badgett, grandfather of the Badger 
siblings, who purchased the Str. Paducah 
in 1931. The boat was used in the Badger 
Construction Company. It is a welcome 
addition to our exhibits and offers much 
entertainment to our guests.

BadgER BELL PREsEntation

The River Discovery Center 

will once again participate 

in the Blue Star Museums, a 

partnership with the National  

Endowment for the Arts.  The 

program offers free admission 

to all active duty military per-

sonnel and their families from 

Memorial Day through Labor 

Day. RDC has participated in 

the program since its incep-

tion in 2010.

L to R: Julie Harris, Phyllis Lay Boyd, Melissa and Keith Lay and Alex Edwards.



Julie Harris, 
Executive Director 

Director’s notes!  

D i s c o v e r  t h e  r i v e r s

The educational role of the center is at the 
core of our service to the public and is the 
founding princple and mission of the RDC. 
This is very evident with our programming 
which for the first time we have taken far 
away from Paducah, to New Mexico! Read 
here about our Adopt A Towboat program 
and its great success out west!

Also, we are once again participating 
in the Blue Star Museums program, which 
offers free admission to active duty mili-
tary and their children. RDC feels strongly 
that our troops and their families make a 
huge sacrifice to make us safer. We want to 
make sure they have special opportunities 
available to them for their service!

And, now is not too soon to start plan-
ning for summer for your kids. We offer a 
great camp for all ages. Call EJ for more 
information on summer camp.
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new in Museum shop:

Adopt-a-Towboat has gone west of 
the Mississippi River this school year 
with an exciting new education ven-
ture. Capt. Gary Frayser of Marquette 
Transportation Company is partner-
ing with teacher, Susan Robinson, 
to teach a distant part of the country 
about the towing industry. Ms. Rob-
inson, a native of Columbus, KY,  
uses the program with her students 
at Animas Middle School in Animas, 
New Mexico. Ms. Robinson wanted 
her students to learn about the rivers 
and the towing industry that were a 
part of her childhood experience. The 
nearest river to these Animas students 
is the Rio Grande, which even though 
the name implies otherwise, is a shal-
low stream compared to the great riv-
ers of the eastern half of the United 
States. Capt. Frayser, a long-time vol-

unteer with the River Discovery Cen-
ter was excited to be asked to “pilot” 
this new program. The students and 
Capt. Frayser communicate through 
emails, telephone calls and mail cor-
respondence. The center is grateful to 
be able to facilitate towboating dia-
logue with a brand-new, previously-
unaware audience. 
 

adoPt-a-towBoat in tHE dEsERt!  

Ms. Robinson with her two Adopt-a-Towboat classrooms

Capt. Frayser

From left:

Beautiful photo cards of local landmarks by local photographer, Phyllis Russell; Sailor’s Knot Wooden Wine Case; 

Thousand Year Flood, by David Welky to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the 1937 flood.



1. Tell us about your educational 
background:      
i went to the Lone oak schools and also 
attended Paducah tilghman in the sum-
mer to complete my senior english re-
quirement in order to go to Murray state at 
the end of my junior year of high school. At 
Murray state, i secured a B.s. Degree with 
a major in Biology and minors in chemistry 
and english. Later, i completed the M.A. 
Degree in education with an accent in sci-
ence. i earned my Ph.D. at southern illi-
nois University at carbondale with a major 
in education (educational Administration 
and Leadership with collateral in higher 
education). But education is lifelong for 
me!  i am currently enrolled in a class 
from sewanee (through Grace episcopal 
church). 

2. Tell us about your family. 
My husband, Jesus, a native of cuba, is 
a mathematician and chemist who studied 
at MsU and University of Mississippi at 
oxford. My son Mark is married to Donna 
and they have two children, caroline and 
Max. My family has been a primary joy in 
my life.

3. I first became aware of the River Dis-
covery center by my son Mark. My friend, 
eJ Abell continued to tell me about the 
programs offered there. When i worked in 
the Livingston county school District, i be-
came fully aware of the offerings through 
participation of students and teachers 
in such activities such as the Adopt-a-
towboat and ingram skippers, where our 
students increased their awareness of the 
rivers biologically, economically and geo-
logically. the summer camp days have 
been a favorite of my grandchildren. the 
outreach to the schools has been phenom-
enal as it continues.

4. Your favorite vacation:  
France  

5. Career:  
i have been an educator for many years. 
the research and Dissemination (r&D) 
portion of education, which i love, has 
been the bulk of my career. i have also en-
joyed administration and teaching. 

6. If you had a second career, what would 
it be?   in a technical capacity in an er!  or 
i might be a poet.

7. Where did you grow up?  i spent some 
of my formative years in eastern Kentucky 
in Pike county where but have lived in 
Paducah since i was a child.
  
8. Your favorite book?   
i do not have a favorite book.  i almost 
never met a book i didn’t like!
              

Birthday Parties at the River Discovery Center
Call for details.

270-575-9958
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We AppreciAte Our MeMbership 

Education Director, E.J. Abell, made 
a recent on-site visit to Sedalia Ele-
mentary School upon receiving an in-
vitation from 4th grade teacher, Keri 
Dowdy. Abell was invited to speak to 
the children about the life cycle of 
the Monarch butterfly. The visit was 
highlighted with students making 
origami butterflies to decorate their 
classroom. Our riparian environment 
offers so many educational opportu-
nities!

bOArD MeMber spOtlight sHiRLEy MEnEndEz 

EducationaL outREacH
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